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 Innovations & Traditions
109th Annual IAAF Convention

To:  All IAAF Associates    


                    From:  Charlyn Fargo, Secretary

Notice: The 109th Annual IAAF Convention will be January 18-20,2019.  This is a Friday – Sunday format. Check the late December issue of Tent Talk for details that will include more about the exciting and informative events which you will not want to miss.   Check-in will begin on Thursday, January 17th. The hospitality rooms/trade-show will officially open at 3 PM on Friday, January 18th.  The Queen Pageant will conclude the convention on Sunday evening, January 20th.   

Announcing: 

· You will not want to miss the Friday afternoon “Let’s Get Acquainted Experience.” This special event is again being planned for all fair and associate people.  With some learning, and some fun. This will be followed by a trade show opening with hospitality.

.For the 2019 Convention:

· Rooms: Associate members will be housed in the Holiday Inn Express. We intend for most of you to use one of these rooms as your sales room and or sleeping room.  Details on furniture removal etc. are on the reservation form.  Check-in will be on Thursday, January 17, 2019.  There is a three night minimum stay. (Thurs, Fri., & Sat.)  Only paid IAAF members can reserve a room or a trade - show booth. Please contact Charlyn Fargo with hotel questions.at 217-553-1120  or charfarg@aol.com
· Your room requests will be carefully considered.  First room choice will be given to those requesting the same room as last year.  Please list on the reservation form any special location requests.  If you wish to be near or far from another associate, please list that wish.

· For those who need extra sleeping rooms, we have a block at the nearby Hampton Inn.  These rooms need to be reserved by noting on the attached reservation form. We will make the arrangements.  The hotel (which you are assigned to) will send confirmations.  You are welcome to make your own arrangements at other nearby hotels
· Trade Show booth space assignments will first go to those having a booth last year and making their reservation in a timely fashion.  The balance of the booths will be assigned in order of requests.  There will an overnight security person roaming the trade show area but there will be no lockdown.  Multiple spaces per each associate membership will only be considered after all individual requests are honored. (Even then the limit will be 2 spaces per exhibitor) Those who dismantle their trade show booth early will lose their opportunity to be a trade show participant the next year. The hours listed as open for the Trade Show will be Friday, 3 PM--6 PM, and Saturday, 11 AM -5 PM. No show on Sunday.   Set up will be Friday morning after 8:00 AM. The IAAF accepts no responsibility for lost or stolen items. There will be a hosted hospitality time in the trade show as an opening attraction on Friday afternoon.  10’ X 10’ space for most.  All are carpeted with electricity and chair and table.

· Hospitality rooms will be open the same hours as the trade show and also on Sunday, 10-2:30 PM.  The associates who stay on Sunday report doing business on Sunday.  (Please note the difference between trade show and hospitality room times and days.)  
· Main showcasing will be on Friday night.    Please see the enclosed showcase sheets for the showcase information. .All showcase inquiries should be directed to Sandy Hoke at 217-493-3583 or email her at shoke1099@hotmail.com.  There will not be a video showcase of acts.
All associates and convention attendees must register and possess an ID badge.  This will cost $15 per person. A badge registration form is included with this packet.  If possible, please complete and return with your dues payment.  If you do not return it now, then please return it no later than December 30th. 
· Dues: The 2019 IAAF Dues. ($75/membership)  Please note a space on the dues form to list your email address and/or website address.  Include these if you wish them listed in the IAAF directory that is also published at www.illinoiscountyfairs.org . Your 2019 dues must be received before your booth/rooms will be assigned.  
· Sponsorships are welcomed and appreciated.  Please see the attached sheet for this opportunity.
Saturday morning Breakfast:  This event is designed for associates and fair boards to mingle and honor the Friends of Illinois Fairs.  Our keynote speaker will be Mark Mayfield, comedian and international speaker. Mayfield was the keynote at a recent IAFE convention. Only advance sale tickets for $15/ticket breakfast on Saturday a.m. are sold, so order yours now. Please indicate your ticket needs on the enclosed form.
Please send the dues, booth reservation and registration badge name form as well as any sponsorship you might wish to: Charlyn Fargo, IAAF Sec.-Treas. 1400 Mound Ave., Jacksonville, IL 62650. 
Any appropriate door prizes which might be representative of your company and help promote your business are always welcomed at the convention.  Caps and T-Shirts as door prize items are not encouraged.  
I am certain that this year’s convention will be a winning experience for you.  I hope to see many of you at the IAAF Fall Zone Meetings, and at the IAFE Convention in San Antonio.

Successfully,

Charlyn Fargo, IAAF Secretary-Treasurer
